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Overview of Program:
Our Video Conferencing (a.k.a., virtual field trips) program utilizes video-conferencing techniques while integrating curriculum (all subjects, grades 3-12) in order to stimulate students' critical thinking & independent inquiry, and initiate analysis in order to facilitate their own learning, enhance actual knowledge, and foster their interest in the understanding of the topic.  Students can interact with experts worldwide (e.g., doctors, scientists, politicians) and/or eyewitnesses (e.g., Holocaust survivors) one on one to gain primary source information about the content that has previously been discussed in class.  Previous virtual field trips include speaking with Holocaust survivors, a doctor in an autopsy, park ranger at Año Nuevo and Crystal Cove State Park.  
	Testimonial from a Teacher (12/8/06):

"Last night after school, a few science teachers gathered to watch an incredible use of technology...we partook in a video conference which introduced us to a company that provides live interaction for students…

…So, you ponder, what's so KOOL about this!  It's live...the Dr. who does the autopsy talks to the students, answers their questions and there is a set of materials for me to use pre and post with the students as prep/follow-up.  How awesome is this for ‘our’ kids! “
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	Garnet Rodgers (Science Teacher at Rodriguez HS) 
	Rodriguez High students closely listening to Dr. Tate (pathologist) as he describes the autopsy (03/21/07).


Video Conference Opportunities (short list):
1) Center of Science & Industry (COSI) in Columbus Ohio Electronic Education

2) Vanderbilt Center for Science Outreach http://www.scienceoutreach.org/ 

2) 2006-07 Video Conference Users Group Calendar (CTAP 4) 
· Users Group Calendar.   They are great for learning about more opportunities!

· Please contact EdTech (ricks@fsusd.k12.ca.us) if you are interested.

3) State Parks and Museums (all subject areas): 

· Paleontology with the California State Parks PORTS program (High School Science) 

· State Capital with the California State Parks PORTS program (Grade 8) 

· California Geology with the California State Parks PORTS program (Grade 6) 

· Plein Art Painting - Exploring Crystal Cover (Grade 7-12) 

· Elephant Seals – CA State Parks PORTS program (Gr 5-9)

· The Museum of Tolerance in Los Angeles 
4) For other Field Trips, go to: 
· "Video Conf Hotlist” http://www.kn.sbc.com/wired/vidconf/directory.cfm 
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	                    Education 2020! Application


Education 2020! Vision Statement:
In no more than one page (12 font, double spaced), please explain your goals for the program, specific video conferences that you plan (subject, location, approximate date), and your long-term expansion goals (e.g., 2008-09).  You must address the four minimum requirements (below) in detail.  

Minimum Requirements:

· Facilitate four video conferences by March 20th, 2008.  Please email RickS@fsusd.k12.ca.us by March 20th 2008 and provide an update.
· Facilitate two video conferences before January 31, 2008.  One of these trainings must be a teacher training (buyback) that discusses the opportunities for video conferences in the district.  This is lead by you (2 hour training).  Please email RickS@fsusd.k12.ca.us by January 31st and provide an update.
· Facilitate at least two more video conferences by March 20th, 2008.  
Training:

The Technology Strategy Coach will provide two mandatory one hour trainings.  The first training (1 hour) will provide an overview, setup, and practice time.  The second session (1 hour) will allow the teacher to setup the video conference and make a call.  Both of these trainings will occur before June 8th, 2008.  

1) Video Conference Setup Guide- http://ww4.fsusd.k12.ca.us/education/science/VideoConferencing/VideoConferenceSetUp&Checklist.doc 

2) Tech Help - http://ww4.fsusd.k12.ca.us/education/science/VideoConferencing/Technology.htm 

Equipment

As long as all of the guidelines are followed (e.g., trainings, two video conferences by January 2008, etc.), you will borrow the polycom VSX 6000.  Note, the polycom is district’s property.


VSX 6000 (High quality pan-tilt-zoom (PTZ) camera for the classroom or administrator conference) 
· Features and Benefits - http://polycom.com/common/pw_cmp_updateDocKeywords/0,1687,4741,00.pdf 

· Getting Started Guide - http://polycom.com/common/pw_cmp_updateDocKeywords/0,1687,2088,00.pdf
Submitting Application

Please submit the application by email to Jon Little (jonl@fsusd.k12.ca.us) and Rick Stevens (ricks@fsusd.k12.ca.us ) no later than Friday, May 18th at 4 p.m.  
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